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Welcome
May you truly sense God’s Spirit at work in this place and  
in your life.
Greetings to everyone! We extend a warm welcome to those joining us  
in-person or for our livestream worship service this morning. As we cele-
brate together, we hope you will sense God’s presence as we gather. 

If you are a guest this morning, please fill out one of the Connection 
Cards located in the pew racks so that we can get to know each other 
better. Simply hand your completed card to an usher or place it in the 
offering box. If you need assistance at any time, please feel free to ask 
someone seated next to you or one of the ushers. 

Children are welcome to sit with their families during worship or attend 
Junior Church in Lower Level B following the Children’s Message. Nurser-

ies are available for infants along with programming for preschoolers.

Discipleship Classes
2024 Discipleship Opportunities
Spiritual Growth & Development 

The Church in the 21st Century | THROUGH APRIL 28

Where are the “Nones?” Why the Body of Christ is So Essential! 
Please join us at 9a on Sundays in the Parlor when we discuss the 
demographics and ramifications of a declining Church membership, re-
discovery of the strengths and purposes of the Church, and what can be 
done nationally and at Tab to engage in that rediscovery. Our explora-
tion shall be aided by two recent books, "The Nones: Where They Come 
From, Who They Are, And Where Are They Going" and "The Great 
DEchurching: Who’s Leaving, Why Are They Going, and What Will It Take 
to Bring Them Back." All are welcomed. Please join us for this challeng-
ing conversation.

Women Alive | TUESDAY 10a–11:30a PARLOR

From now through May, Women Alive will be studying Paul’s letter to the 
Romans. We will be using videos that are part of “The Bible for Normal 
People” series. Daniel Kirk, a New Testament professor at Duke Universi-
ty, is the teacher. We would love to have you join us! We meet from  
10a – 11:30a on Tuesday mornings in the Parlor. For more information, 
please email Sally John at sallybjohn@gmail.com. 

Pastor’s Bible Study | WEDNESDAY 9:30a–10:30a PARLOR

Join us as our pastor leads a Bible study covering the Scriptures for the 
up-coming Sunday worship service.

Men’s Bible Study | SATURDAY 8a–9a PARLOR

The Men of Tab are studying the book of I Corinthians. Questions? Con-
tact dlconrads@yahoo.com for more information about this wonderful 
time of study and fellowship.

OUR MISSION 

Tabernacle  
Presbyterian 
Church is called 
by God, led by 
faith in Jesus 
Christ and  
empowered by 
the Holy Spirit to 
demonstrate the 
Kingdom of God 
through worship,  
discipleship  
and outreach.  
Honoring our 
heritage at  
34th and Central, 
we will faithfully 
serve our  
community, city 
and world in  
the present  
and prepare  
expectantly for 
the future.
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10 o’clock Worship
We hope you will sense our vision for Greater Faith, Deeper  
Relationships, and Stronger Community as you worship with us. 

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Passing of the Peace

“Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna” Hymn to Joy
Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! 
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed. 
In the desert all-surrounding; see, a spreading tree has grown, 
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We worship the God who inhabits our world 

 and indwells our lives.

   We need not look up to find God,

People: We need only to look around: 
 within ourselves, 
 beyond ourselves, 
 into the eyes of another.

Leader: We need not listen for a distant thunder to  
 find God,

People: We need only listen to the music of life, 
 the words of children, 
 the questions of the curious, 
 the rhythm of a heartbeat.

All:    We worship the God who inhabits our world 
 and who indwells our lives.

OPENING SONGS

“How Great Is Our God”

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Liturgist: Beloved, let us love one another.

Voice: But only if others deserve to be loved.

All: Lord, have mercy.

Liturgist:  Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their 
brothers and sisters, are liars.

Voice:  But we only hate the really bad people.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Liturgist:  Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another.

Voice: The truth is, we have trouble believing anyone 
is worthy of God’s love, including ourselves.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Today’s Worship Participants

Rev. Dr. William Smutz,  

Interim Senior Pastor

Rev. Terri Thorn, Associate Pastor

Leah Crane, Jeanne Rieger, Vocals

Karis Crane, Bass

Matt Gall, Percussion

Pavel Polanco-Safadit, Piano

The Prelude
is a time of worship offering 
praise to God as well as  
giving each of us an op-
portunity to prepare our 
hearts for worship.  Please 
use this time to pray, medi-
tate and reflect on how God 
might speak to you during 
the service this morning.

Call to Worship posted on the  
Presbyterian Church USA website. 

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/ 
media/uploads/peacemaking/pdf/ 
mlk-resources.pdf

Please stand if able.



Calendar
April 28 – May 4, 2024
THIS WEEK AT TAB:

Sunday, April 28
8a Communion Service McKee Chpl
8:45a Coff ee & Fellowship McKee Hlwy
9a Spiritual Growth & Dev. Parlor
9a Children's Ed Lower Level B 
9a Youth Education Youth Room
10a  Worship Service Sanctuary
10a Junior Church  Lower Level B
11a Coff ee & Fellowship Parlor
11a IMPACT Youth Group Youth Rm
11a Parishioners Without Partners  
 Resource Center
3p Recreation Vision Mtg Tabitha Rm
6p Youth Confi rmation Class Off -site

Monday, April 29
11a Open Door Café Dining Room
12:15p  Tab Tutoring Leaders Mtg 
 Resource Center
6:30p Cub Scout Pack 72 Tab Park
6:45p Scout Troop 72 Youth Room

Tuesday, April 30
10a Women Alive Parlor
6:30p Prayer Meeting McKee Chapel

Wednesday, May 1
9:30a Pastor’s Bible Study Parlor
11a Open Door Café Dining Room

Thursday, May 2
3:45p  Tab Tutoring Dining Room
6p Circles Dining Room
6p  Handbell Rehearsal Sanctuary
7p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Parlor

Friday, May 3
11a Open Door Café Dining Room
3:30p Circle of Hope Parlor 

Saturday, May 4
8a Men’s Bible Study  
 Resource Center
9a Inquirers' Class Parlor

 

 

CHEELEADING COACHES NEEDED 
 

Tab Recreation is looking for two or 
three cheerleading coaches for the            
upcoming 2024 football seasons. The 
time commitment would be 2-3 hours 
per week during the Flag Football (April 
and May) season and Tackle Football 
(mid-July to early-October) season. If 
you are interested either the flag or 
tackle season (or both), please call or 
text Ben Hughes at 317-213-4464. 
 
PRETEEN FUN NIGHT 
 

All 5th & 6th grade students are invited 
to an evening of pizza, games, movies, 
an indoor campfire, and the ever-poular 
“hide and seek in the dark” on FRI, 
March 1, from 6:30p until 10:00p in 
Lower Level B. There is no fee for this 
event, registration is not required, and 
friends are welcome! If you have any 
questions, contact Jennifer Wirt at jen-
nifer.wirt@tabpres.org. 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS 
 

Spring forward, you must — or late to 
church you will be! This is your friendly 
reminder to set your clocks AHEAD one 
hour before bed on SAT, March 9.  
 
DEACONS’ CHILI COOKOFF 
SUN, MAR 17 | 11a | Dining Room 
 

Spice up your St. Patrick’s Day with the 
Deacons’ Chili Cookoff! You will have a 
chance to enter your best chili recipe to 
tantalize everyone’s tastebuds! Don’t 
have a recipe to enter? No problem! 
Come taste and vote on your favorite 
chili! Whether you are a fan of mild or 
spicy, vegetarian or meaty, there will be 

 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S   &   U P C O M I N G   E V E N T S 

something for everyone! So, mark your 
calendar for this year’s cookoff and en-
joy delicious food, great company, and 
festive cheer!  
 
EASTER FLOWERS 
If you would like to help fill our McKee 
Chapel and Sanctuary with beautiful 
flowers on Easter in honor or in 
memory of someone, please submit 
orders no later than SUN, March 24.  
Go to tabpres.org/giving/ and choose 
“Easter Flowers” from the drop-down 
menu (note: because characters are 
limited, please use IMO for “In Memory 
Of” or IHO for “In Honor Of” and                 
include the person’s name you wish             
to remember). Order forms are also 
available at the Front Desk.  
 
EASTER SUNDAY BREAKFAST 
 

Please join your Tab family for a light, 
continental breakfast on Easter SUN, 

March 31, from 8:45-10a in the Dining 
Room. All donations will support and 
help summer mission trip plans for the 
Youth Ministry. Reservations for the 
breakfast are not required. 
 
PRAYER AND PANCAKES 
 

Prayer, pancakes, butter, syrup, and 
fellowship! Mark your calendars for 
Monday evening, April 15! Tab’s                
Missions Committee is planning a brief 
prayer service for our mission and             
ministry partners starting at 6p in the 
Sanctuary (which will be live-streamed) 
followed by a delicious pancake supper 
in the Dining Room. This is a great     
opportunity to learn about our partners 
and have “Breakfast for Dinner!” In  
order to plan appropriately, we are         
asking for RSVPs for the pancake supper 
portion of the evening. Go ahead and 
reserve the date now; please RSVP to 
frontdesk@tabpres.org. 

LOOKING FOR 
TAB’S WEEKLY 

CALENDAR?  
 

SCAN HERE   
Additional events and information                        

can be found on our website at  
tabpres.org/calendar/ 

 

We will set up activities and                          
hide approximately 1,500 eggs                

beginning at 9a that morning. Any 
teens or adults who wish to help out 
with the preparations and fun, or if  

you have any  questions, please  
contact Children’s Director,  

Jennifer Wirt at 
jennifer.wirt@tabpres.org! 

Grab your family and friends and join 
us as we embark on our annual                       

Easter Egg Hunt in Tab Park! We               
will have crafts, games, cookie                 

decorating (as well as eating!), the                                
Resurrection Story, and of course— 

the big hunt for eggs.  

No registration                                                 
is required. 

2024 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

This year’s Vacation Bible School will take place June 17–21 from 9a until 1:30p 

for children who have fi nished grades K-6. This year’s format is the always-pop-

ular KidsGames, which is a sports-themed VBS. There is no fee for VBS, but 

pre-registration is required so that we have plenty of craft, snack, lunch, and 

learning materials on hand. As always, we will need MANY adult and teen 

volunteers to serve as group “counselors,” craft leaders, and indoor game 

(non-sports) leaders. Registration is online via the tabpres.org website, and a 

volunteer sign-up sheet will be in McKee Hallway. If you are interested in volun-

teering or have questions about registration, please contact Jennifer Wirt at 

jennifer.wirt@tabpres.org.

“KIDSGAMES” VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We need adults to oversee crafts, indoor learning games, and group time 

during KidsGames, which will be held from June 17-21 from 9:00a until 1:30p each 

day.  We expect many students to participate from both our Tab congregation and 

from the surrounding community.  This is a wonderful opportunity for us to get to 

know a terrifi c group of children and to share Tab’s love and commitment to our 

neighbors! The volunteer sign up will be available on Sundays in McKee Hallway. 

Liturgist:  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear.

Voice: But sometimes love just isn’t enough.  We need 
walls and prisons and armies and guns to 
protect us.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Liturgist:  God, help us, through the gift of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, to comprehend the power of your 
love.

Voice: Open our hearts and our lives to the love that 
drives out fear, and transforms the world.

All:  Lord, we are ready to live in your love.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM | Charlotte Susan Canterbury

CHILDREN'S SERMON

SPECIAL MUSIC

“He Wants It All” Forever Jones

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SONG

“Whom Shall I Fear?”

EPISTLE READING

I John 4:7–21 | Pew Bible page 991

GOSPEL READING

John 15:1–8 | Pew Bible page 878

MESSAGE

One Vine, Many Branches

AFFIRMATON OF FAITH
Let us together state some of that which we believe:

The church is not a place; it is a people.
The church is not only a steeple above the treeline, 
streets, and cars. Rather, it is a people proclaiming 
to the world that we are here for the work of healing 
and of justice. 
The church is not walls built stone upon stone, held 
together by mortar but rather person, linked with 
person, linked with person: all ages and genders 
and abilities—a community built on the foundation of 
reason, faith, and love.
The church is not just a set of doors open on Sunday 
morning, but the commitment day after day, and 

Sermon Notes

Missed A Sermon?
Did you miss a sermon? Or want to hear 
it again? Or read it? All of the sermons 
our pastors have delivered are available 
on the Tab website under sermons. 
Check it out!
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moment after moment, of our hearts creaking open 
the doors of welcome to the possibility of new 
experience and radical welcome.
The church is not simply a building, a steeple, a pew.
The church is the gathering together of all the people, 
and experiences, and fear, and love, and hope in 
our resilient hearts; gathering, however we can, to 
say to the world: welcome, come in, lay down your 
heartache, and pick up hope and love.
For the church is us—each and every one of us—
together, a beacon of hope to this world that so 
sorely needs it. 
  - written by Rev. Margaret Weis

CLOSING SONG

“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian” I Want to Be a Christian

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Please join us in the Parlor immediately following worship for  
Coffee/Conversation & Fellowship time.
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Announcements
Week of April 28 – May 4, 2024
BAPTISM
This morning we celebrate the baptism of Charlotte Susan 

Canterbury, born on June 1, 2023, to parents Zachary and 

Hannah Canterbury. Congratulations to the Canterbury family! 

TAB JAMS VOLUNTEER SIGN UP
Thank you to those who attended the Tab Jams Reveal 

Party recently and signed up to help with this summer’s free 

concert series.  Volunteers are still needed. Please consider 

serving in one of the many volunteer opportunities at one 

or more of the concerts from setting up and breaking down 

the stage to off ering hospitality to our guests.   The con-

certs will take place June 9, July 14, and August 11.  It is part 

of Tab’s mission of "Building Stronger Community through 

Music." For more info or to sign up, contact: 

Sandy Roob at sroob16@gmail.com or 

Eric Guion at thistle3378@gmail.com.

TAB REC VISIONING
Tab Recreation will begin a four-session series of generative 

dialogues to help discern the future direction and needs of 

the ministry. The Committee seeks dialogue participants from 

the congregation and the community.  Each topical session 

in the series will be off ered at three diff erent timeslots. The 

content will be the same at each one. Participants are free to 

choose the one timeslot that is best for their schedule.

To participate in the full process, attendance at the fi rst 

topical session is essential and required as much information 

about Tab Rec and the generative dialogue process will be 

shared. A required introductory session will be held today 

at 3pm in the Tabitha Room.  Pre-registration is not required.  

Please contact John Byers, Ben Hughes or Pastor Terri with 

questions. ( j-byers@att.net; ben.hughes@tabpres.org; 

terri.thorn@tabpres.org)

INQUIRERS’ CLASS
Are you interested in fi nding out more about Tab or the 

Presbyterian Church? A class will be off ered on Saturday, 

May 4, from 9a to 11a that will help answer all of your 

questions about who we are, give an overview of our 

ministries, and give you an opportunity to offi  cially join 

as a member of Tabernacle Presbyterian Church. If you 

would like to sign up or simply want more information 

please email frontdesk@tabpres.org and ask your ques-

tions or let us know that you will be there!

GROW WHERE YOU ARE PLANTED
The Women of Tab Committee would like to invite our Tab 

friends, families and neighbors to our Annual Plant Ex-

change on May 18 from 10a to 1p in Tab Park. Over the past 

few years we have enjoyed getting to know our friends 

and neighbors better through sharing gardening tips and 

exchanging plants for inside or outside our homes.

We hope you will come for the fellowship and leave in-

spired with the love of making things grow. At our plant 

exchange we will have plants, seeds, tools, and gardening 

tips that anyone can contribute to or take home. Even if you 

do not have anything to bring, you are invited to come and 

join the fun.  See you there!

OLD-FASHIONED HYMN SING
On Sunday, May 26, the 10a worship service will be fi lled 

with some of your favorite hymns along with their stories.  If 

you have an especially meaningful or favorite hymn let us 

know, and we will see what we can do to work it into the 

service.  Please email Matt Kauff man at matt.kauff man@tab-

pres.org with that special hymn and what it means to you!

GRADUATION SUNDAY
It is hard to believe that it is already time to recognize our 

graduates from the Class of 2024! We would like to acknowl-

edge and honor their accomplishments and successes. If 

you have a student that is graduating from high school, 

college, or graduate school, please send one or two photos 

with their name, future plans, and connection to Tab to 

ARexroth@Carmelpsychology.com by May 19, 2024. A brief 

video will be presented during the worship service on Sunday 

morning, June 2. Congratulations to each of our graduates!

WEEKLY PRAYER MEETINGS 
As a church, one of our core values is connecting with God 

through prayer and worship. It is for this reason that the 

Tuesday Night Prayer Meeting is one of the most important

“services” of the week! As a family of believers, we gather

together to lift up needs in the church and around the world, 

believing God is going to move in mighty ways. Everyone 

is welcome to join other prayer warriors each Tuesday at 

6:30p in McKee Chapel.


